1735] French Regime in Wisconsin

looked upon us as beaten. It was very difficult for us to fortify
ourselves on a prairie, as the Enemy had seized the Only Island
at that place on whieh their women and Children had made a
fort while they were fighting. Through lack of wood, T was
obliged to divide my people into two bands, and while T was
endeavoring to fortify myself I detached 50 men both French
and savages to fire on the Enemies’ fort and keep them from
attacking us, while we worked.

On the Following morning the Troquois asked me to go to
Them to hold a Council respecting what was to be done. I went
without any hesitation to see them. They told me that they had
with Them a Savage who could speak every language (this was
one Beauvais, a half breed residing at Sault St Louis) who
had conversed throughout the night with the Sakis Chief and
with one of the Renards who had been captured in the fight.
As soon as T arrived T saw a Kikapous who had married among
the Renards, enter with a white flag; he said that we had
called out to them to come, and that he came to see what was
wanted and to listen. T said everything I could to Him to
induce the Sakis to abandon the Renards and return to la Bagye.
He replied that if we really meant what we said we should give
up one of their people who was a prisoner. The Iroquois told
me that we must send their Chief back to them and that this
would induce them to come out of their fort and to abandon the
Renards. I consented and this Same Chief returned with
presents and porcelain beads and informed me that if we had
not attacked Them and if our party consisted solely of French
they would not have hesitated to surrender, but that, as the
French were not Superior in numbers to the Iroquois to be able
to control them, They had every reason to fear that when they
were separated from the Renards and at a distance, the Iro-
quois would put them in the Kettle; That nevertheless on the
word of the French They would come out whenever we liked. T
said to Him: “Thou mayest come forth in the Daytime and
fear nothing, because if the Iroquois wished to act treacherously
toward thee, I would oppose it and although we are but few they
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